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Copyright for the reading selection used on the Fall 2008 MEAP assessments for 
Grade 8 is listed below.  Internet permission was not granted.  Printed copies of  
the copyrighted reading selection will be sent to schools and districts.  To receive 
additional paper copies of the reading selection, please send an e-mail request to 
meap@michigan.gov. 
 

 
 
“King Midas” by Pamela Oldfield from Tales from Ancient Greece. “King Midas” © Kingfisher 
Publications, PLC. 
 
[Photograph] 
“Illustration of King Midas Seeing Daughter Turning into Gold by C.E. Brock”:  
© Bettmann/CORBIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2008 by the Michigan Department of Education, State of Michigan. All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 
Permission is granted to schools, parents, government agencies and non-profit organizations in Michigan to 
reproduce and distribute this document for non-commercial use in helping Michigan educators and other citizens in 
interpreting and using the MEAP assessment results. 
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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back at 
   the selection as often as needed. 
 
“King Midas” 
Questions 1 - 8 
 
 
1 

 
 

 
2 

 
 

 
3 
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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back 
   at the selection as often as needed. 
 
 
Questions 9 – 30 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 
 

 
9 

R.IT.07.03 
Explain use of text features 

 A Incorrect explanation 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect explanation 
 D Incorrect explanation 

 

 

 
10 

R.CM.07.03 
Make inference about character’s beliefs 

 A Incorrect inference 
 B Incorrect inference 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect inference 

 

 

 
11 

R.CM.07.01 
Identify theme 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect theme 
 C Incorrect theme 
 D Incorrect theme 

 

 

 
12 

R.NT.07.04 
Analyze how author develops character 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect analysis 
 C Incorrect analysis 
 D Incorrect analysis 
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13 

R.CM.07.02 
Identify main idea 

 A Incorrect main idea 
 B Incorrect main idea 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect main idea 

 

 

 
14 

R.CM.07.02 
Identify relevant detail 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect detail 
 D Incorrect detail 

 

 

 
15 

R.CM.07.01 
Identify universal truth 

 A Incorrect truth 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect truth 
 D Incorrect truth 

 

 

 
16 

R.NT.07.04 
Explain meaning of author’s use of imagery 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Incorrect meaning 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Correct answer 
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17 

R.CM.07.01 
Identify theme 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect theme 
 C Incorrect theme 
 D Incorrect theme 

 

 

 
18 

R.WS.07.02 
Use structural cues and context to determine word meaning 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Incorrect meaning 

 

 

 
19 

R.WS.07.02 
Use context to determine meaning of multiple meaning words 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Incorrect meaning 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Correct answer 

 
 
 

 
20 

R.IT.07.03 
Use heading to locate detail 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect detail 
 C Incorrect detail 
 D Incorrect detail 

 
 
 

 
21 

R.WS.07.07 
Use context to determine word meaning 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Incorrect meaning 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect meaning 
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22 

R.CM.07.01 
Identify character’s perspective  

 A Incorrect perspective 
 B Incorrect perspective 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect perspective 

 
 

 
23 

R.CM.07.02 
Identify main idea 

 A Incorrect main idea 
 B Incorrect main idea 
 C Incorrect main idea 
 D Correct answer 

 

 

 
24 

R.NT.07.04 
Identify image 

 A Incorrect image 
 B Incorrect image 
 C Incorrect image 
 D Correct answer 
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DIRECTIONS: Questions 25 – 30 ask about both of the selections you read. 
   Choose the best answer for each question. You may look 
   back at the two selections as often as needed. 
 
 

 
25 

R.CM.07.03 
Compare how characters are different across texts 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect comparison 

 

 

 
26 

R.CM.07.03 
Compare purposes across texts 

 A Incorrect purpose 
 B Incorrect purpose 
 C Incorrect purpose 
 D Correct answer 

 

 

 
27 

R.CM.07.03 
Compare how characters are alike across texts 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Incorrect comparison 
 D Correct answer 

 

 

 
28 

R.CM.07.03 
Compare how ideas are alike across texts 

 A Incorrect idea 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect idea 
 D Incorrect idea 
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29 

R.CM.07.03 
Compare ideas by drawing conclusions across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect conclusion 
 C Incorrect conclusion 
 D Incorrect conclusion 

 

 

 
30 

R.CM.07.03 
Compare ideas by drawing conclusions across texts 

 A Incorrect conclusion 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect conclusion 
 D Incorrect conclusion 
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31 
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Questions 32 – 39 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 

 
32 

W.PR.07.04 
Identify lead to be added to improve clarity 

 A Incorrect lead 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect lead 
 D Incorrect lead 

 

 

 
33 

W.PS.07.01 
Explain how author’s style changes 

 A Incorrect explanation 
 B Incorrect explanation 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect explanation 

 

 

 
34 

W.PR.07.01 
Identify purpose of lesson 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect purpose 
 C Incorrect purpose 
 D Incorrect purpose 

 

 

 
35 

W.PR.07.04 
Explain purpose of lead 

 A Incorrect explanation 
 B Incorrect explanation 
 C Incorrect explanation 
 D Correct answer 

 

 

 
36 

W.PS.07.01 
Edit word choice 

 A Incorrect word 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect word 
 D Incorrect word 
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37 

W.PR.07.03 
Revise to improve sentence structure 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect revision 
 C Incorrect revision 
 D Incorrect revision 

 

 

 
38 

W.GR.07.01 
Edit punctuation; use of comma with introductory phrase 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect punctuation 
 C Incorrect punctuation 
 D Incorrect punctuation 

 

 

 
39 

W.GR.07.01 
Revise word choice 

 A Incorrect word choice 
 B Incorrect word choice 
 C Incorrect word choice 
 D Correct answer 
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Questions 40 – 44 

 

40 

 

 

41 

 
 

 

42 
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44 
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45 What are the strengths and weaknesses of this sample? 

 
Use examples and details from Student Writing Sample #3 on page 20 to  
support your answer. 
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Scoring Key: Part 2A:  Independent Reading Selection 
   

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

1 D R.NT.07.03 Analyze roles/conflicts/abstract themes 
2 C R.CM.07.02 Read/retell/summarize texts 
3 A R.NT.07.03 Analyze roles/conflicts/abstract themes 
4 C R.CM.07.02 Read/retell/summarize texts 
5 A R.WS.07.01 Use word/sentence structure/prediction for meaning 
6 A R.CM.07.02 Read/retell/summarize texts 
7 D R.CM.07.02 Read/retell/summarize texts 
8 A R.NT.07.03 Analyze roles/conflicts/abstract themes 

 
Scoring Key: Part 2B:  Paired Reading Selections 

 
Item 

Number 
Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

9 B R.IT.07.03 Explain how authors use craft/text features 
10 C R.CM.07.03 State themes, truths, principles w/in, across texts 
11 A R.CM.07.01 Connect understanding to world themes/perspectives 
12 A R.NT.07.04 Analyze author’s craft 
13 C R.CM.07.02 Read/retell/summarize texts 
14 B R.CM.07.02 Read/retell/summarize texts 
15 B R.CM.07.01 Connect understanding to world themes/perspectives 
16 D R.NT.07.04 Analyze author’s craft 
17 A R.CM.07.01 Connect understanding to world themes/perspectives 
18 B R.WS.07.02 Use analysis to recognize unfamiliar words 
19 D R.WS.07.02 Use analysis to recognize unfamiliar words 
20 A R.IT.07.03 Explain how authors use craft/text features 
21 C R.WS.07.07 Use strategies to determine meaning in context 
22 C R.CM.07.01 Connect understanding to world themes/perspectives 
23 D R.CM.07.02 Read/retell/summarize texts 
24 D R.NT.07.04 Analyze author’s craft 
25 C R.CM.07.03 State themes, truths, principles w/in, across texts 
26 D R.CM.07.03 State themes, truths, principles w/in, across texts 
27 D R.CM.07.03 State themes, truths, principles w/in, across texts 
28 B R.CM.07.03 State themes, truths, principles w/in, across texts 
29 A R.CM.07.03 State themes, truths, principles w/in, across texts 
30 B R.CM.07.03 State themes, truths, principles w/in, across texts 
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Scoring Key: Part 3: Writing From Knowledge and Experience 

Part 4B: Student Writing Samples 
 

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

31 E W.PR.07.01 Set or ID purpose and/or consider audience 
32 B W.PR.07.04 Use or ID titles/leads/endings for purpose/audiences 
33 C W.PS.07.01 ID/exhibit style/voice to enhance written message 
34 A W.PR.07.01 Set or ID purpose and/or consider audience 
35 D W.PR.07.04 Use or ID titles/leads/endings for purpose/audiences 
36 B W.PS.07.01 ID/exhibit style/voice to enhance written message 
37 A W.PR.07.03 Revise to show diff. perspectives/multiple purpose 
38 A W.GR.07.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
39 D W.GR.07.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
40 A W.GR.07.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
41 D W.PR.07.02 Apply or ID a variety of pre-writing strategies 
42 C W.PS.07.01 ID/exhibit style/voice to enhance written message 
43 B W.PR.07.04 Use or ID titles/leads/endings for purpose/audiences 
44 B W.PR.07.01 Set or ID purpose and/or consider audience 
45 E W.GN.07.02 Produce writing with or ID appropriate organization 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


